
Making the Most of LeMaking the Most of Leectures and Tutorialsectures and Tutorials



Which is which?Which is which? 
How would you describe the ddifferences?
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What happens in lectures and tWhat happens in lectures and t

Lectures -
– the rationale

– Being effective in lecturesBeing effective in lectures

– Following up lectures

Tutorials –
• Rationale• Rationale 

• Preparing 

• participating – assessme

• Following up• Following up

utorialsutorials

ent tasks in tutes



Lectures and Tutorials at UniLectures and Tutorials at Uni

Most courses have a combinatiMost courses have a combinati
(sometimes called ‘tutes’)

Lectures are formal and have la
ll d i tiusually everyone doing a partic

Tutorials divide the students int
and have a much more interact

Making the TransMaking the Trans

iversityiversity

on of lectures and tutorialson of lectures and tutorials 

arge numbers of students –
l ( ft 100 t d t )cular course (often 100+ students)

o smaller groups (20-40 students) 
tive format

sition to Universitysition to University



The rationale for lecturesThe rationale for lectures

At university lectures are used:At university, lectures are used: 

to provide a summary of essentto provide a summary of essent

t id l i d killto guide your learning and skills

t d t t h t dto demonstrate how to do some

to present a point of view or diff

to challenge your thinking by pr

To stimulate your interest

tial knowledge in a subject areatial knowledge in a subject area.

d l ts development. 

thi l blething, e.g. solve a problem

ferent points of view 

resenting an area of controversy



A lecture isA lecture is

Up to 2 hours longUp to 2 hours long

Usually one speaker – lectu
Can be multimediaCan be multimedia

Not often highly interactive

An essential part of a cours

Can be challenging for studCan be challenging for stud

urer

e, providing information

dentsdents



Prepare for lecturesPrepare for lectures

Print and read any web lectPrint and read any web lect

If reading has been recomm
read itread it.

Go over your notes from the
connections between lectur

Id tif h t l d kIdentify what you already kn
this develops your ability to 

ture notesture notes.

mended ahead of the lecture, 

e last lecture so you can make
res.

b t bj t bnow about a subject, because 
understand new material.



Being effective in lecturesBeing effective in lectures

Active listening:Active listening:
is when you listen carefully 
and learn the information th

Is different to the type of list
t d t b itends to be passive

In a lecture, listening active

to make sure you understand 
hat is being conveyed

tening we normally do, which 

ly involves:



Listening for main points andListening for main points and

Don't just write everything downDon t just write everything down

Listen carefully and make sure 
of this lecture is 

As you take down notes, keep ty p

make sure you understand howmake sure you understand how

d major sub pointsd major sub-points

nn 

you understand what the purpose

the main point in mindp

w these notes are relatedw these notes are related 



Remove distractionsRemove distractions

Don't tempt yourself! Put awayDon t tempt yourself! Put away 

campus newspaper 
your Sudoku puzzle
your mobile  
anything else …anything else … 

that might be more interesting tthat might be more interesting t

the:the: 

han the lecturerhan the lecturer 



practisepractise

Learning to concentrateLearning to concentrate 
endurance skill

M k lf d i dMake yourself do it, and 

it will get easier over time

and listen actively is anand listen actively is an 

e 



Following up the lectureFollowing up the lecture

Go over your notes soon– Go over your notes soon
can still remember it 

– If your notes seem insuff

t fill i th l t• to fill in the gaps later

• make a list of questiomake a list of questio
answers from reading
lecturerlecturer.

• to leave a lot of spacep
later.

n after the lecture when youn after the lecture when you 

ficient, try:

f th t k’ dir from that week’s reading.

ons /new terms and seekons /new terms and seek 
g, other students, tutor, and 

e so you can fill in the gaps y g p



Tutorials rationale andTutorials – rationale and

Opportunity to ask questionspp y q
understanding 

Y l f ti iYou learn from practising ac
questions

You can test your answers t

You can meet other students

Diff t t ( i bl tDifferent to (more sociable t
private study

d what happensd what happens

s and check your y

ti iti d kictivities and working on 

to problems

s and discuss issues 

h ) l i i l t dhan) learning in lectures and 



Participation mark for tutoria

To encourage you to partic

Participation mark for tutoria

To encourage you to partic

Recognised as effective inRecognised as effective in
students’ understanding of

Sharpens and develops co

Linked to graduate attribut
communicating, presentingg p g

Important for career

ls

cipate actively

ls

cipate actively 

improving and extending improving and extending 
f subject matter

ommunication skills

es, working in teams, 
g information …g



Natural reluctance to participNatural reluctance to particip

– Many students find tutoriMany students find tutori

– Some feel shy about spe– Some feel shy about spe

Some worry their English– Some worry their English

S f id th ’– Some are afraid they’re n

– Some feel too clever and
ideas

– This reluctance can stopThis reluctance can stop 
core aspect of studying a

patepate

als difficultals difficult

eaking upeaking up

h is not good enoughh is not good enough

t l hnot clever enough

d don’t want to share their 

you from benefiting from ayou from benefiting from a 
at university



Tutorial activities at U/G to P/GTutorial activities at U/G to P/G levels levels



An example of a tutorial activityAn example of a tutorial activity

from MGMT 1001 Managing Orfrom MGMT 1001 Managing Or

Individual Participation 20% o
(Tutorial attendance and Part
Preparation for, and active part
seminars is a vital component op
as such students who prepare a
will be rewarded. Participation m
discussion, short informal prese
questions, participation in class
… Simply attending tutorials wit
discussion is of little value eithediscussion is of little value eithe

y/ assessment tasky/ assessment task

rganisations and People:rganisations and People:

of final mark
ticipation 5%) 
icipation in your lectures and 

of the learning in this subject and g j
and participate in the classroom 
may involve small group 
entations to the class, answering 
s discussion. 
thout getting involved in class 
er to you or your classmates …er to you or your classmates …



Getting the most from tutoriaGetting the most from tutoria

be prepared:be prepared:

• Do homework/ activities/ re

• Think about your understany

P id / ti• Prepare your ideas/questio

alsals

ad the required texts

nding of the topicg p

i h dns in your head 



If you’re tutorial encourages intIf you re tutorial encourages int

Talk over the topic with friendsTalk over the topic with friends 
opportunity to test your ideas/ap

Visualise the scene – imagine y
i t t d i h t’ iinterested in what’s going on an

Forget what others might think a

Learn the names of some of the

Use body language that commu
ti l ti i ti

GOOD
actively participating

eractioneraction

or fellow students anor fellow students – an 
pproaches

yourself relaxed and in control, 
d k i h t it b tnd knowing what its about

and focus on your own goal

e students in the group

unicates you are involved and 

LUCK



During the tutorialDuring the tutorial

listen closely to the tutor’s e

raise questions or seek clarraise questions or seek clar
understood, including about

Try to be as active as possiy p
questions

encourage others to contrib

explanations, directions

rification about points notrification about points not 
t assessment tasks

ble in finding solutions to g

bute



After the tutorialAfter the tutorial

Contact the tutor to clarify aContact the tutor to clarify a
understand 

Finish any unfinished workFinish any unfinished work 

Revise. Sit down and conso
have learned 
Enter questions in your note
Ch k t / jCheck terms/ jargon 
Associate concepts with terp

any important points you didn'tany important points you didn t 

olidate the concepts that you 

ebook; write answers 

rms 



References and further informReferences and further inform

Learning support Monash UniversityLearning support Monash University 
language and Learning Online. Avail
http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline

Centre for Learning and Professiona
2008, Participating in Tutorials. Avail
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd/all/d
%20Participating%20In%20Tutorials%20Participating%20In%20Tutorials

Education Development Unit ASB UEducation Development Unit, ASB, U
Available at: http://wwwdocs.fce.unsw

Academic Skills Program, University 
Tutorials. Available at: 
http://www.canberra.edu.au/studyski

mationmation

2007 Participating in tutorials2007,Participating in tutorials, 
able at: 
e/quickrefs/03-tutorials.xml

l Development, University of Adelaide, 
lable at: 
download/Learning%20Guide%20-
s pdfs.pdf

UNSW n d Participating in TutorialsUNSW, n.d., Participating in Tutorials. 
w.edu.au/fce/EDU/eduparticiptuts.pdf

of Canberra, 2008, making the Most of 

lls/learning/tutorials



References LecturesReferences - Lectures

Rocker Gladen N 2007 How tRocker-Gladen, N. 2007, How t
Campus Life. Available at: 
http://www suite101 com/profilehttp://www.suite101.com/profile
Deakin university, 2007, Listeni
Available at:Available at: 
http://www.deakin.edu.au/curre
kill /h d t / t t ki h #skills/handouts/notetaking.php#

La Trobe University, Listening t
Available at: 
www.latrobe.edu.au/learning/as
l t t t ki dlectures-note-taking.doc
Monash University,2007, Learn
at:
http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/ll

to Take Effective Class Notesto Take Effective Class Notes, 

e cfm/naomirge.cfm/naomirg
ng and note-taking in lectures. 

nt-students/study-support/study-
#t k t#take_notes
o Lectures and Note-taking. 

ssets/downloads/Listening-to-

ing Support, Lectures. Available 

online/listening/lectures/index.xml


